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Active Ageing Index 

Life expectancy at birth (years) by region 

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2017) 
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Active Ageing Index 

Source: produced based on the data from United Nations, Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, Population Division (2017) 
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Population age composition (%), Italy 
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Active Ageing Index 

It refers to the situation where people   

1. — work longer 

2. — volunteer help 

3. — strive to look older 

4. — live healthy and independently 

5. — (almost) all the above 

What is active ageing?  
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Active Ageing Index 

• Shape/adapt national active ageing policies (Bulgaria, 

Latvia, Malta, Slovenia…) 

• Monitor policy implementation (Poland, Republic of 

Moldova, Russian Federation…) 

• Monitoring implementation of the international policy 

framework: 22 AAI indicators in MIPAA/RIS reports 

• Apply at AAI at a subnational — regional and local — 

level, e.g. Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain (Biscay Province, 

Province of Navarra) 

• Strong interest from researchers  

 

Use of AAI 
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Active Ageing Index 

• Comparability throughout time (5 waves) is not always 

possible to ensure 

• Comparability with the countries beyond EU with some 

exceptions is not possible to ensure  

• Interpretation of AAI results: active ageing is not a 

normative concept 

• Setting targets  

 

 

Challenges 
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AAI 
 

2016 
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Gender gap: 
• shows the difference between 

scores for women and men  

• indicates potential for 
improvement: active ageing 
should be equally possible for 
women and men 

• varies significantly across 
domains, the largest gender gap 
being observed in the first 
domain 

 

Gender  
gap 
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AAI 
 

 

subnational 

12 

NUTS-2 level 
in Italy 

Source: ISTAT, 2015 
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AAI for older population groups in Poland, 2007-2015 
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Active Ageing Index 

• National seminars  — to discuss country-specific results 

with relevant stakeholders 

• International seminars 

• Capacity-building workshops 

• Presentations at relevant events 

• Wiki-platform (in the future  — a web-tool) 

• Publishing reports on research studies 

• Leaflets etc. 

 

Dissemination 

https://statswiki.unece.org/display/AAI/Active+Ageing+Index+Home
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/AAI/Active+Ageing+Index+Home
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/AAI/Active+Ageing+Index+Home
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Promoting research 
Origin of seminar submissions 2015 & 2018 
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In conclusion 

Source: UNECE / European Commission (2018) 
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Thank you 
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Active Ageing Index 

Distribution of the world’s population by level of total 

fertility 

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2017) 
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AAI project 

October 2013 to 
April 2016 

First Phase Second Phase 

• managed jointly by the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE) and the European Commission’s DG for 

Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (DG EMPL) 

• main developer of AAI in 2012 — the European Centre for Social 

Welfare Policy and Research in Vienna (ECV) 

• advised by the Expert Group on the Active Ageing Index 

May 2016 to 
August 2019 

Third Phase 

January 2012 to 
February 2013 
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Datasets used for AAI 
• At national (EU) level 

• EU Labour Force Survey (EU-LFS) 

• European Quality of Life Survey (EQLS) 

• EU statistics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC) 

• European Social Survey (ESS) 

• Eurostat ICT surveys 

• European Health & Life Expectancy Information system 
(EHLEIS) 

• Outside the EU and within countries 

• alternative surveys 

 



Active Ageing Index 

AAI 
 

 

subnational 

22 

30 entities in 
Germany 
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NUTS-2 level 

in Poland 

Source: Perek-Białas, Mysińska, 2013 
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AAI 
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AAI for older population groups in Germany, 2008-2014 


