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“Countries or areas of  countries at risk from 
humanitarian emergencies that could 

overwhelm national response capacity and 
lead to a need for international assistance” 

…is a TOOL to identify: 

This year is the 5th annual release of the global INFORM model 

•Support objective, risk-based decision to help prevent, 
prepare for and respond to crisis and disaster and build 
resilience 

purpose 

•Governments, humanitarian, development and DRR sector 
and others users 



28 

PARTNERS 



USER DRIVEN MODEL…. 

Data providers 

FAO 

UNISDR 

WFP 

UNCHR 

IOM 

UNICEF 

OCHA 
WHO 

ECHO 

DFID 

….DATA DRIVEN MODEL 

Partners 

Missions 

BEGINNINGS 

All trying to solve the same problem 
understand crisis in a way that it could help them 

prioritize their activities and allocate limited 

resources 

JRC has been leading the technical work on INFORM 



FEATURES 

…as well as FLEXIBLE to meet 

specific needs of all users 

Based on the RISK CONCEPT…. 

…and OBJECTIVE while 

using quantitative data 

based on the best methods and 
data, published regularly and 
comparable over time 

all results, underlying data and 
methodology are completely 
transparent and  freely available 



RISK CONCEPT 

𝑹𝒊𝒔𝒌 = 𝑯𝒂𝒛𝒂𝒓𝒅/𝑬𝒙𝒑𝒐𝒔𝒖𝒓𝒆 × 𝑽𝒖𝒍𝒏𝒆𝒓𝒂𝒃𝒊𝒍𝒊𝒕𝒚 × 𝑪𝒐𝒑𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒄𝒂𝒑𝒂𝒄𝒊𝒕𝒚 

33% 

33% 
33% 



METHODOLOGY 

50 

indicators 



GLOBAL LIST 



RISK MAP 



CONTRY PROFILES 



TRENDS 



SUBNATIONAL Supporting local entities to develop their own INFORM 

tailored to the local context using national data to asses 

crisis and disaster risk within a county or region 



….or misuse if users are not aware of limitations of the methodology and data 



Understanding and communicating the 

reliability 

CHALLENGES 
Classification of risk for 

visualisation 
2015                            QUARTILE 

APPROACH 

2016         CLUSTER APPROACH – fixed 

thresholds 

Validation 

1. Statistical coherence 

2. Expert based 

3. Outcomes 

UNSOLVED 
• Methodological limitations (No 

interactions among dimensions) 
• Conceptual limitations (Risk 

related to climate change is not 
included) 

• Data limitation (no real-time, proxy 
indicators, missing values, missing 
biological and technological hazard) 

• Making INFORM hazard dependent 
• Introducing SDG and SENDAI indicators 

DEVELOPING 



IMPACTS 

More and more partners/users Use and adaptation 

Publications by other organizations, 

featuring INFORM 
MEDIA 

1. Global INFORM 

 

 

 

2. Subnational INFORM  

2018: 28 partners 

12 PARTNER GROUPS 

25 LOCAL/REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS 

Annual release 

>2,000 download 

>1,000 followers 

www.inform-index.org 
[Nov 2016 – Nov 2017] 

Sessions: 49,879 

Users: 31,340 

Page views: 114,653 

2018 

http://www.inform-index.org/
http://www.inform-index.org/
http://www.inform-index.org/


IMPACTS 

SURVEY 

•joint effort of 

• United Nations University (UNU-EHS) 

• European Commission (JRC). 
who 

•synthesize expert knowledge on 

• awareness, usefulness and impact of global 
 risk indices 

focus 

•Map the use of INFORM 

•Understand the current impact 

•Extract best practices 

•Suggestions for improvements which could increase the 
impact of INFORM 

purpose 

…..goes online in mid-November 2018 

• Did INFORM succeed in introducing the risk approach in 

decision-making of the partner organizations? 

• Is INFORM used to its full extent? 

 



INFORM 
RESULT OF 

COLLABORATION 
PROCESS 

between partners, that is 
technical expert and users 

COMMON EVIDENCE BASE 

Improved communication 

All can work together to manage 
the risk of crisis 

SHARED ANALYSIS, 
SHARED OBJECTIVES 

Better coherence and 
effectiveness of collective work of 

governments, humanitarian am 
development actors 

CREDIBILITY 

Open, transparent, use  of 
public data 

More likely to be used by 
governments and organizations 

INTRODUCING RISK 
METRICS 

Useful  for mapping , prioritizing, 
decision making, measuring efficiency 

of the actions  taken 

PROMOTE THE USE OF THE 
RISK INFORMATION  

Allocating resources to build the 
resilience  

Planning  also prevention and 
preparedness phase of disaster risk 

management 

LESSONS LEARNT 

INFORM is not just a tool. It has become a  

platform for common understanding of disaster risk 

As such also an 

important contribution to 

global initiatives 




