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What is an SME? 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/business-friendly-environment/sme-definition_en 2 



SMEs, selected facts: 

• European SMEs in 2017 (estim.): 

• 24.5 million - No of SMEs in EU-28  

• 94.8 million – persons employed 

• 4 156 billion € - value-added 

 

They represent 99.8% of all enterprises, account 

for 66.4% of the workforce employed in the 

private sector and for 56.8% of value added 



What is the Small business act (SBA)? 

• Communication in place since 2008, 

• A set of politically binding principles,  

• A set of concrete measures (legislative and non-
legislative) 

 

Objectives: 

1. Improve the overall policy approach to 
entrepreneurship 

2. Anchor the 'Think Small First' principle in policy-
making 

3. Promote SMEs’ growth  
 

 

 



What are the 10 SBA principle areas? 

1. Entrepreneurship 

2. 'Second Chance' 

3. 'Think small first' 

4. 'Responsive administration' 

5. Public Procurement 

6. Access to Finance 

7. Single Market 

8. Skills & Innovation 

9. Environment 

10. Internationalisation 
 

 

 



The SBA country Fact Sheets - background 

• Objective: information and monitoring tool for analysis 
of national SBA implementation and SME policies based 
on analysis of statistical data and policy information  

• Sources: well established, internationally recognised 
databases (EUROSTAT, WB, OECD, etc.); network of 
country experts 

 

• Use:  

 Input into various policy documents of the EC, in 
particular the European Semester 

 Inform/Stimulate policy debate within Member States 
between government and businesses 



SBA Fact Sheet: example 



Key SME figures 



Performance Indicators:  
Updated country averages over time 
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Performance indicators and policy measures  

Mentioned are 
only the most 
interesting, 
current, and 
relevant 
actions 
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EU-28: Example: 'responsive administration' 



EU-28 progress per ‘Responsive 
administration’ indicator; 2008=100 
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Overall policy implementation at EU-28-
level for ‘Responsive administration’  
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Challenges 

• Indicators: 

• - Dependent on certain indicators 

• - Discontinuity of indicators 

• - Growing timeline => more complex calculation of growth rate 

• - No sufficient coverage of countries 

• - Search for SME specific, reliable indicators is difficult 

• - Break in time series 

 

• Impact on readers: 

• - How to make complex statistics understandable to a bigger 
public ? 

• - Statistics are contested / contradicted by national sources 



Dissemination: 

• Our website: SME Performance Review 
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/spr   

• Publication event:       

SME assembly in Graz from 19 - 21 November 2018 
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/business-friendly-
environment/small-business-act/sme-assembly_en  

• Background document for meetings, missions, etc. 

• Press releases, social media, etc. 

• Input for European Semester documents 

•   
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Thank you very much for your attention! 
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