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Why$tracking$the$SDGs$in$EU$cities?$

Over$two$thirds*of*EU*citizens*live$in$urban$areas$and$about$85%*of*the*EU’s*GDP is$generated$in$cities

The$EU*is*not*on*track*for*achieving*the*SDGs.$Calls$for$further$action$at$all$levels$of$government.

Regions$and$cities$in$the$European$Union$enforce*environmental*legislation*and*manage*about*43%*of*
public*investments*in$the$EU$including$a$large$proportion$of$the$European$Structural$and$Investment$Funds

65%*of*the*169*SDG*targets*underlying$the$17$SDGs$can$only$be$reached$with$the$engagement$of,$and$
coordination$with,$local*and*regional*governments (SDSN$2015).

UNOHabitat$estimates$that$around$one$third*of*all*SDGs*indicators*have*a*local*or*urban*component

The$SDGs:$A$useful$planning*and*monitoring*framework*for*cities*(Nilda$Mesa,$ONE$NYC)



The$SDG$Index$for$
European$Cities
• SDSN$and$the$Brabant$Centre$for$
Sustainable$Development$
(TELOS)
• Covers$45#capital#cities#and$
large$metropolitan$areas$in$EU$
and$EFTA$countries
• 56#indicators#(official$and$nonG
official$data$sources)
• Contributions$by:
• Jeffrey$D.$Sachs
• The$OECD
• The$European$Commission$(JRC)
• Nilda$Mesa$(One$NYC)



No#capital#
cities#and#
large#
metropolitan#
areas#in#
Europe#has#
achieved#the#
SDGs

SDG1:&No&
poverty

SDG2:&No&
Hunger

SDG3:&Good&
Health&and&
Well:Being

SDG4:&Quality&
Education

SDG5:&Gender&
Equality

SDG6:&Clean&
Water&and&
Sanitation

SDG7:&
Affordable&and&
Clean&Energy

SDG8:&Decent&
Work&and&
Economic&
Growth

SDG9:&
Industry,&

Innovation&and&
Infrastructure

SDG10:&
Reduced&
inequalities

SDG11:&
Sustainable&
Cities&and&

communities

SDG12:&
Responsible&
consumption&

and&
production

SDG13:&
Climate&Action

SDG15:&Life&on&
Land

SDG16:&Peace,&
Justice&and&
Strong&

Institutions

Amsterdam yellow yellow yellow yellow orange green red green orange green orange yellow red red orange
Antwerp orange yellow yellow orange orange green gray yellow yellow green red red red red red
Athens orange orange yellow red red green orange red orange orange red gray red red red
Barcelona yellow yellow yellow red orange green green yellow orange orange orange orange red orange orange
Berlin yellow yellow orange orange orange green gray yellow yellow yellow red yellow red orange yellow
Bordeaux yellow yellow orange orange yellow green gray orange orange yellow orange orange gray orange yellow
Bratislava yellow orange yellow red orange yellow gray green orange green red orange gray yellow orange
Brussels orange yellow yellow orange orange green gray orange orange orange orange orange red red red
Bucharest orange orange orange red orange red gray yellow red orange red orange red red orange
Budapest orange red orange red red yellow gray orange orange yellow orange orange red red orange
Copenhagen yellow yellow green yellow orange green green yellow yellow green red orange red red red
Dublin yellow red yellow orange orange orange gray green orange yellow orange gray red red orange
Eindhoven green yellow yellow yellow orange green gray yellow yellow green red red gray red orange
Frankfurt yellow yellow green orange orange green gray yellow yellow yellow orange yellow red orange yellow
Hamburg yellow yellow yellow orange orange green yellow yellow yellow yellow red orange red red orange
Helsinki green orange green yellow orange green orange yellow green green red orange red orange yellow
Lisbon yellow red orange orange orange green green orange orange orange red orange red orange orange
Ljubljana green orange green orange yellow yellow gray yellow orange green orange orange gray green yellow
London yellow orange yellow orange orange green yellow green yellow yellow orange red red red orange
Luxembourg yellow orange yellow orange yellow green red yellow orange yellow red gray gray yellow yellow
Lyon yellow yellow yellow yellow orange green gray yellow yellow orange orange yellow red red orange
Madrid yellow yellow yellow orange orange green green yellow orange orange orange yellow red orange orange
Marseille yellow yellow yellow orange orange green gray yellow orange orange orange orange gray yellow red
Milan orange yellow yellow orange orange gray yellow orange orange yellow orange orange red red orange
Munich yellow yellow yellow orange orange green gray yellow green yellow red yellow red orange yellow
Nicosia orange orange gray red red green gray orange red yellow red orange red orange orange
Nuremburg yellow yellow yellow orange orange green gray yellow yellow yellow orange orange gray red yellow
Oslo yellow green green yellow yellow gray green green orange green orange yellow gray green yellow
Paris yellow yellow yellow yellow orange green green yellow yellow orange orange red red orange orange
Porto yellow red yellow orange orange green green orange red orange orange red red red orange
Prague yellow red yellow orange red green gray yellow orange green orange orange red orange yellow
Riga orange orange orange red red green gray yellow red yellow orange orange gray orange orange
Rome orange green yellow red red gray yellow orange orange yellow red red red orange red
Rotterdam yellow yellow green yellow orange green orange yellow orange green orange orange red red gray
Sofia orange orange orange red orange green gray orange red orange red orange red yellow red
Stockholm green yellow green yellow yellow green green yellow green yellow red orange red orange yellow
Tallinn yellow orange yellow orange orange green gray yellow orange yellow orange orange gray orange yellow
TheHHague yellow yellow green yellow orange green gray yellow orange green orange yellow gray red orange
Turin orange green yellow red orange green yellow orange orange yellow orange orange red red red
Valletta yellow red yellow red red green gray yellow red green red red gray red orange
Vienna orange yellow orange yellow orange green gray orange yellow green orange green red orange orange
Vilnius orange red orange red orange green gray yellow red orange orange yellow gray yellow orange
Warsaw yellow orange yellow orange orange gray red yellow orange yellow red orange red red yellow
Zagreb orange orange yellow red orange orange gray orange red yellow orange orange gray yellow orange
Zurich green green green orange orange green gray green yellow yellow orange green red orange yellow



CO2$emissions$in$European$cities
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CO2$Emissions$(tonnes$per$capita) 2030$Target

Note:$Data$not$available$for$Bordeaux,$Bratislava,$Eindhoven,$Ljubljana,$Luxembourg,$Marseille,$Nuremburg,$Oslo,$Riga,$Tallinn,$The$Hague,$Valletta,$Vilnius,$Zagreb.
Source:$Global$Gridded$Model$of$Carbon$Footprints$(Moran$et$al,$2018)
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Moving'forward
• Improve'data'availability'and'granularity
• Leave8No8One8Behind
• Consumption8based'indicators'(spillovers)
• Policy'tracking

• Integrate'more'cities

•Support'cities’'efforts'to'align'policies'and'monitoring'
frameworks'to'the'SDGs



THANK&YOU!
J.F.L.M.M.Dagevos@uvt.nl
guillaume.lafortune@unsdsn.org



Methodology
City,and indicator,selection

! City%coverage:,45,European,cities,,geopgrahically diverse,&,representatitive of,
the,European,regions

! Indicator%selection:
• Relevance:,Comparable,,benchmarking,,measurable,with,a,quantative

performance,threshold
• Quality:,Up,to,date,,best,available,data,,official,sources
• Coverage:,Data,available,for,at,least,80%,cities,for,inclusion

! Sources:%Eurostat,,European,Environmental,Agency,,Eurobarometer,,European,
Social,Survey,,OECD,,PeerJreviewed,papers,,Joint,research,Centre

! Territorial,level:,city,level,and,if,not,possible,closest,territorial,level,(NUTS2,/,
NUTS3),



The$construction of$the Index$(1)

Censor$extreme$values$in$the$distribution$of$the$indicators

Rescale$the$data$so$that$performance$is$comparable$across$indicators

Aggregate$indicator$scores$into$goal$scores$and$an$overall$SDG$Index$Score$

01

02

03



Aggregate'goal'scores'into'
the'index'score

Aggregate'indicator'scores'
into'goal'scores

Transform'indicators'on'a'
linear'scale'(0'– 100)

Establish'upper'and'lower'
bounds'for'normalization'

x xx x

The'construction of'the Index'(2)



Rating'per'SDG

The'construction of'the Dashboards

0'– 1

1'– 1.5

1.5'– 2

2'– 3

Indicator'level



Methodology:+Major+data+gaps and limitations

“One of+the major+data+
gaps are+the spillover+
metrics at+city9level+

“There tends to be poor data+
coverage on+the “Leave no+one
behind”+agenda”


